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2009:  New 
Je r s ey  adopted 
hig her  cour s e  
tak ing  
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2010:  New 
Je r s ey  adopted 
the  C ommon 
Cor e  S tate  
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and 
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RAISING 

STANDARDS
College and Career Ready Standards

“Align New Jersey high school 
standards and graduation 
requirements to college and 
workforce entry requirements.” – NJ 
High School Redesign Steering 
Committee (HSRSC - 2008)

New Jersey has adopted standards 
that “are widely recognized as 
appropriate standards for college 
and career readiness.” - College and 
Career Ready Taskforce (CCRT -
2012)



2015:  New 
Je r s ey  adopted 

the  Par tner s hip  

fo r  As s es s ment 
of Readines s  fo r  

Co l leg e  and 

Car eer s  (PARCC)  

as s es s ments  in  
Eng l is h 

Lang uag e  

Ar ts /Li te r acy  

and 
M athematics .

IMPROVING

STUDENT

ASSESSMENT

A System of Aligned Assessments

“Replace HSPA with a series of 
end of course assessments in 
math… and a proficiency exam in 
language arts literacy that are 
aligned with the expectations of 
higher education and the 
workplace.” (HSRSC - 2008)

Current tests should be 
“replaced with a system of end-
of-course assessments.” (CCRT -
2012)



 In 2015, New Jersey adopted the Par tnership for Assessment 

of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) to replace HSPA 

and NJASK assessments in the elementary and middle school 

in language ar ts and mathematics.

 Students took PARCC English Language Ar ts and Literacy 

Assessments (ELA/L) in grades 3 – 11 in 2015.

 Students took PARCC Mathematics Assessments in grades 3 –

8 and End of Course Assessments in Algebra I,  Geometry,  and 

Algebra II in 2015.

NEW JERSEY’S STATEWIDE 

ASSESSMENT PROGRAM



 The PARCC tests replace the old state tests.  They measure 

how well  students are per forming against the new state 

standards that guide math and English language ar ts 

instruction.

 The PARCC tests are only one of several measures,  including 

repor t card grades and in-class per formance, that are used to 

determine a student's academic achievement.  They do not 

impact a student’s grades or GPA. 

WHAT PARENTS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 

SCORE REPORTS



 The PARCC tests moves away from multiple choice questions 

to ones that al low students to demonstrate a real 

understanding of what they know and can do by writing 

essays,  solving real world problems, and reading and 

analyzing complex text—all  critical skil ls in the real -world. 

 A student’s score may look lower this year because the tests 

measured more complex skil ls.  A low score does not mean 

your child did not improve or learned less,  but instead that the 

expectations have been raised for students.

 The f irst year’s scores are a new baseline from which to 

progress from and measure against moving forward. 

WHAT PARENTS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 

SCORE REPORTS



SCHOOL LEVEL RESULTS

ELA Grade Performance
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SCHOOL LEVEL RESULTS

Math Test-based performance 
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QUESTIONS TO GUIDE PARCC DATA 

REFLECTION

How will we use PARCC data to identify 
strengths and gaps that exist in curriculum 
and instruction?

How will we use PARCC data to inform the 
conversations of our educators?

What can we learn about where additional 
professional resources are needed to meet 
the learning needs of all students?



TEST DESIGN CHANGES 



PARCC TEST DESIGN CHANGES

90 MINUTE REDUCTION



TEST DESIGN CHANGES

FEWER TESTING UNITS



RESOURCES FOR PARENTS

http://understandthescore.org/



VIDEO: UNDERSTANDING THE SCORE 

REPORT

http://understandthescore.org/



PARCC PERFORMANCE LEVELS



PARENT GUIDE TO THE SCORE REPORTS

http://www.parcconline.org/resources/educator-resources



INDIVIDUAL STUDENT REPORT



INDIVIDUAL STUDENT REPORT



HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD

http://understandthescore.org/



QUESTIONS


